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just the extent of the powers of municipalities in matters of taxa- 
tion or of just the scope of the term "general" as applied to 
property taxes in tables 1, 30, and 31 of Mr. Upson's study. A 
comparison between the tables makes it clear that it does not in- 
clude the tax for school purposes; but does it include the taxes 
for other purposes mentioned on page 13? In table 1, which 
apparently refers to all property taxes, the percentages in the 
first column are calculated on the basis of the tax for general 
purposes only. 

Errors due to carelessness are also evident; for example, in 
table 2 of Mr. Upson's study the total for Alton is not the correct 
sum of the separate items. In Mr. Moore's study there are either 
misprints or errors of arithmetic on pages 61 and 92. The refer- 
ence at the bottom of page 60 to the report of the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics in 1894 should be to page 40 instead of page 32, 
and the year mentioned at the top of page 61 should be 1894 in- 
stead of 1893. 

Henry B. Gardner. 
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This is the sort of study that should be made in any community 
where the negro population is large and where the people are begin- 
ning to awaken to a consciousness of the short-comings of their 
local culture. Mr. Martin, a teacher in one of the Kansas City high 
schools, has made a survey of the Kansas City negro's general eco- 
nomic condition, his income and expenditure, his success or non- 
success in business, his housing, health, and morals, crime tendencies, 
societies, education, and religious life. The chief question one would 
raise relates to the value of calculations of income and expenditure 
based on the sort of information any one would be able to get from 
the average negro family anywhere. But the author himself recog- 
nizes this defect in his method. The value of such a local monograph 
depends on the way we look at it. For the general reader it is 
likely to be simply so much sociological gossip — and that all the 
more because the author does not give us a summary of his own im- 
pressions and conclusions. For the people of Kansas City such a 
study should be a suggestive stimulus to a program of reform in 
housing conditions and various other matters. To the student of the 
race question, or of standards of living, or of eugenics, such a study 



